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TAGS: BEXP, TD 

SUBJECT: GOTT CANCELS PUERTO RICO TRADE MISSION 

REF: USDOC 02552 

1 . MINISTRY OF EXTENAL AFFAIRS HAS INFORMED EMBASSY AFTER- 
NOON OF MARCH 7 THAT IT "REGRETS TO ADVISE" THAT THE TIMEING OF 
THE PUERTO RICO TRADE MISSION SCHEDULED FOR MARCH 12-17 

"IS NOT CONVENIENT." TELEGRAM WAS ALSO SENT BY MEA TO JULIO 
BLASINI, ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF COMMERCE FOR FOREIGN TRADE 
OF THE COMMONWEALTH, INFORMING HIM OF THIS DECISION. 

2. ACTION WAS IN RESPONSE TO LETTER TO PRIME MINISTER 
WILLIAMS FROM MR. BLASINI, INFORMING HIM OF EMPENDING 
MISSION, AND NOTE FROM THIS EMBASSY. NOTE WAS REQUESTED 
BY CHIEF OF PROTOCOL DURING MEETIING WITH MISSION S ADVANCE 
REPRESENTATIVE (EDDIE MARTINEZ GUADALUPE), WHO VISITED HERE 
FEBRUARY 20-24, IN CONNECTION WITH REQUEST FOR COURTESY 
CALLS ON GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS AND FOR FACILITATING ENTRY 
OF MISSION AT AIRPORT. 

3. COMMENT: AMBASSADOR DISCUSSED MATTER WITH 
PERMANENT SECRETARY IN EXTERNAL AFFAIRS, LENNOX BALLAH, 

EVENING OF MARCH 7. HE CALLED AMBASSADOR BACK TODAY TO 
SAY THAT THE CAUSE OF THE PROBLEM WAS THE LETTER 
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SENT BY BLASININ TO THE PM. WHETHER BALLAH MENT THAT 
THE LETTER WAS SOMEHOW OFFENSIVE (WHICH IT DOES NOT 
APPEAR TO US TO BE) OR WHETHER HE MENANT THAT WITHOUT IT 
THE MEA COULD HAVE GRANTED ROUTINE BLESSINGS TO THE 
MISSION WAS NOT CLEAR, BUT WE SUSPECT BALLAH WAS TRYING TO 
CONVEY THE LATTER. IN ANY EVENT, AMBASSADOR PLANS TO 
PURSUE THE MATTER TOMORROW WITH DONALDSON, POINT OUT 
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(1) THAT REFUSAL TO SANCTION A ROUTINE TRADE MISSION IS 
UNUSUAL TO SAY THE LEAT; (2) THAT IT COULD WELL CAUSE 
EMBARRASSMENT TO THE GCPR, ESPECIALLY SINCE A 1976 PUERTO 
TICAN TRADE MISSION WAS WARMLY RECEIVED HER; AND (3) 

THAT IT WILL CERTAINLY RAISE QUESTIONS IN WASHINGTON FOR 
WHICH EMBASSY HAS NO READY ANSWERS. IN THE MENTIME, IF 
THE DEPARTMENT RECEIVES ANY PRESS INQUIRIES ON THIS, 

EMBASSY WOULD RECOMMEND THAT WE SAY THAT WE ARE DISAPPOINTED 
BY THE ATTITUDE OF THE GOTT ON THIS MATTER AND ARE SEEKING 
FURTHER CLARIFICATION. 

FOX 
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